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JOHN CARLILE 


John Carlile, born at Mission, Lincolnshire, 
Eugland. May 25, 1825, son of Robert and 
Christian. Spouncer Carlile, dicd Sept. 16, 
1559, at Heber, Utah. He had one sister 
and five brothers. He was baptized into the 


LDS Churh in 1848. At the age of 1915 
years, he married Elizabeth_ Williamson. 
Elizabeth Williamson was born Nov. 22, 
1822, at Gresburgh, Lincolnshire, England. 
Died Jan. 23, 1893, at Heber, Utah. They 
had the following children: Mrs. William 
(Ann) Eastwood: Mrs. Mark (Mary) Jeffs: 
Mrs. John (Elizabeth) Carroll; Mrs. William 
(Christina) Giles: John and Emma. 

john was a farmer by trade but owned no 
land of his own. He hired out to help oth- 
ers. He was a lover of horses and took 
very good care of them so was always able 
to get work. 

In 1850, he left England with his family. 
They arrived at Council Blufís, where they 
remained two years where they prepared 
to cross the plains. They came with a yoke 
of cows and an ox. After an uneventful 
journev west, he arrived at Provo in 1852. 
From Provo. they moved to Palmyra. then 


to Spanish Fork. The Walker Indian War 


broke out in the summer of 1853, so the res- 
idents of Spanish Fork had to build a fort 
to live in for protection. 

During 1854 to 1856, the grasshoppers 
destroyed their crops. Food was so scarce 
they lived оп roots and what little grain 
they could gleam from the fields. John 
threshed the grain with a stick and carried 
the wheat on his back to Springville to have 
it ground into flour. The Indians also did 
much pillaging and burning of the small set- 
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Robert Carlile was bor i 
C as n April 23, 1789; 
Cowley, England: died Oct. 15 1861 = 


of John and Annie Maria Carlile. 


AJL 


tlements. Their oldest son. George. drowned 
while they lived here 

In the spring of 1559, John went to Heber 
valley with the first settlers to put in his 
crops, leaving his family in Spanish Fork. 
His food supply gave out. so he left. for 
Spanish Pork to get more. Provo River 
was very high and while crossing he slipped 
off his horse and was kicked in his chest 
while the horse was struggling to get out. 
John clung to a bush until help chanced 
along and heiped him out. He had a hard 
time getting home. 

On July 24, 1859, John moved his family 
to Heber. It rained very hard while they 
were coming through the canyon. damag- 
ing their flour and supplies badly. John 
died on Sept. 16, 1559. from his chest hurts. 
being the first man to die and be buried 
in Heber. 

Elizabeth was left with five children to 
raise, the oldest eleven years. the youngest 
six months, who died six months later. The 
family suffered from hunger and cold those 
winters. The older children had to help 
earn the living. 

She was an industrious. hard-working 
woman. not so much in making her home at- 
tractive, but in gleaning wheat. picking hops 
and ground cherries, and saving everything 
possible to support her family. 


ч Christiana Spouncer. born Feb. 1, 1797, 
Bigbey, England. died Nov. 30, 1891, 
daughter of James and Ann Spouncer. 
А Children: Mary Carlile Cooper, Isaac. 
john, John Carlile, Robert, George and James. 
Robert and Christiana Spouncer Carlile 
joined the Church in 1843 and in 1849 cara 
to America and lived in Council Bluffs, 
lowa. until 1852 when they crossed the 
plains in Captain Jolley's train. They set- 
tled in Palmyra. near the present city of 
Spanish Fork. Utah County. They were 
among the first settlers in Heber in 1859 
60. Little is known of Robert. as he passed 
away in 1501 shortly after they came here 
and was one of the first to be buried in the 
Heber City cemetery. 
aoe the мар moved from the Fort, 
ristiana's home was a little lo 
the corner o. second rerth and pee 
where George Nelson now lives and it was 
later moved to the east corner where Buell's 
apartments now stand. She was often seen 
walking over the stubble -ground on her Баг 
feet with her shoes under her arm. When 
she came to the road she would put on her 
shoes. In this way she would save her shoes 
as shoes and money were very scarce. 

The following accounts were submitted by 
her great grand-daughters: 

Mrs. Martha Giles Erickson remembers 
her well—"My sister Ann Averett and I 
used to go and do her dishes and clean her 
house. She always thanked us. She ap- 
preciated everything that was done for her. 
She seemed to get comfort from her cats as 
there was so little a blind person could en- 
joy. She was kind to everyone and was a 
very nice old lady. She sat on her cast 
porch much of the time. She was a woman 
of very few words. quiet but pleasant. She 
wore a cap around the house and when she 
went out she wore a little black bonnet 
shaped hat with black lace around the front. 
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She was a very tiny woman. I remember 
leading her over to my mother's home quite 
often. 

Mrs. Emma J. Fortie states, "I remember 
going to see her many times and each time 
she would say, 'Come here, Honey, and let 
me measure you. I am your grandma. 
Then she would put her hand on my head 
to see how tall I was." | 
_ She has always been known as Blind 
Grandma, as she was blind many years be- 
fore her death. During her later years she 
lived with her son James (Uncle Jimmie) 
and with her son, George. at whose home 
she died at the age of 94 years. ` 


JOHN CARLILE JR. AND 
SARAH ELIZABETH CROOK 
CARLILE 


ohn Carlile was born October 29. 1856 
to John Carlile Sr. and Elizabeth William- 
son at Spanish Fork, Utah. He died June 
21, 1902 at the age of 46 at Heber City, 
Utah, and was buried in the Heber ceme- 
tery. 

Sarah Elizabeth Crook Carlile was born 
November 28, 1859, to John Crook and Mary 
Giles Crook at Heber City, Wasatch Coun- 
ty, Utah. She died August 19, 1919, in 
Salt Lake City, and was buried in the Heber 
City Cemetery. 

John Carlile was three years old when his 
father died. He and his sisters, Sarah Ann, 
Christina, Mary and Elizabeth helped grand- 
mother operate her 60 acre farm as best 
they could. There was one brother, George, 
but he died so John Jr. was the only boy. 
John was a great lover of horses. The first 
horse he owned was a new-born colt that he 
raised on the bottle. Не married Sarah 
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Elizabeth Crook, November 28. 1878. There 


were two other couples married the same 
day, Mr. and Mrs. Heber Rasband and Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph В. Murdock. The Carliles 
and Rasbands made the trip to Salt Lake 
together by wagon and were married in the 
old Endowment House by Joseph F. Smith. 
It took a day and a half each way. After 
their marriage they lived in a little log house. 
just north of the present rock house of Fred 
G. Carlile and later built the sandstone 
house. He owned many fine horses», He 
often furnished four and six-horse teams for 
parades at celebrations. He was respon- 
sible for the first purebred stallion to be 
brought into this valley, also the first regis- 
tered shorthorn cattle. He was co-owner in 
the first binder to come to this valley. Не 
directed the buildi Wasatch Cream- 
ery: He played iss band and was 
constable of peace “several terms; a member 
of the Town Board several terms: he helped 
organize the North Field Irrigation Com- 
pany. and was a director and Water Mas- 
ter for several years. He was called on a 
mission to the Southern States, but due to 
illness returned home in about six months. 

Sarah Elizabeth Crook Carlile was the. 
first white child born in Fort in Heber Val- 
ley. She was left а widow сапу in life. 
She reared her eight living children, the old- 
est 21 years and the youngest three years of 
age. She held many Church offices and was 
a mid-wife in our community. She was af- 
fectionately called Aunt Sarah, by all in 
the community. She was president of the 
Heber Second Ward Relief Society for many 
yeats and was president at the time of her 
death. She administered the sick and helped 
with the dead, being called out all hours of 
the night or day. She was a fine seamstress 
and did many kind deeds for the poor, sick, 
and home-bound. 

There were 10 children born to this cou- 
ple. John William (deceased), Mary íde- 
ceased), Helen (deceased), Heber  (de- 
ceased). Alma Spouncer, Frederick Giles 
(now deceased), Charles Francis, Mrs. Paul 
Ernest Knight (Hazel Kezia). Mrs. Joseph 
Lon Smith (Emma Amelia) and Mrs. Rebert 
Patterson (Sarah Manila). 292 


